Dear Member

Almost the end of another year and this one appears to have gone at great speed.  Maybe it was the fact that we were always awaiting some decent weather.  Ah well we can but hope we will get some drier conditions in 2008!

Subscriptions

As always, with the last newsletter of the year, your annual subscription invoice is enclosed. 

The subscription remains stable for another year.   The amount will be debited from your account on 28th December 07.  If for any reason you wish to cancel – and as always, we sincerely hope you don’t, - please do so in writing before 21st December 2007 - so that we can stop the bank from debiting your account.  

As a member once said ‘the Machinery Ring is cheap insurance for the day my machinery breaks down or someone is ill’!

Please note also that if you have another Ring invoice with you dated 7th December the amount to be paid on the same day as your subscription.

Financially, the Ring appears to have had a good year in 2007, though all will become apparent after the end of our financial year. The turnover should have increased, with the amount of straw and barley traded and our involvement now with fuel deliveries. The core activities of the business, member to member, were also active.  Our thanks, to those who continue to use the Ring - especially those that work member to member and invoice their work through the Ring. Eleven members joined the Ring in 2007. 

Work Schedules

Have you undertaken work or hired out implements or machinery through the Ring in 2007 and have not yet been paid for the work? The reason may be that you have not yet sent in a ‘work schedule’ or have not phoned in the details and time involved.  Please can you do so now?  We will endeavour to contact you, as a reminder before the end of the year.

December 2007

Annual Diaries

The 2008 diaries have been kindly sponsored this year by Clydesdale Bank plc and our thanks go to Graham Hay – Partner, Business Banking, Wick who ordered the diaries and put on their own stickers – saving us time!   

The Clydesdale Bank is the Machinery Ring’s bank and also members of the Ring, so we are grateful of their sponsorship and their continuing support of the Ring 

All members should receive their complimentary diary by Christmas – either delivered by hand or enclosed with this newsletter.  

My thanks to the Directors, who have been thoughtfully helping with the deliveries. 

Annual General Meeting/Matter of Opinion

We had a decent turnout of members at our AGM - considering the gales that day.  

After our AGM we held a Matter of Opinion.  On the panel were – Dr. Fiona Grant, Robert Coghill, Jim MacGregor and Sandy Murray and all answered the wide variety of questions with expertise and ability.  Our thanks to them for giving of their time that evening.

During the responses the audience learnt that neither of the Caithness High Schools use meat in their cookery classes -, as the Schools do not have enough funds! 

Well done Robert Coghill for taking this ‘on board’ as he has already sourced 20 lambs to be used at both High Schools – 10 each.  

Robert, along with NFU and the local Mart are now gathering funds to be able to finance other types of meat that can be used in the schools.  

If you can, please donate to this project - in whatever way you can - please do.  If your children are not still at school there is always grandchildren, nieces, nephews or cousins to consider.  

However will we get future generations to cook using our livestock products – if we do not learn them how?  

Their future is our future too!

Website

We try to keep this up to date – so if you have access to a computer have a look at caithnessmachineryring.co.uk to see our sales & wants, future training courses and you can even complete your ‘work schedule’ and send it through to our office.

Self Employment

As HMR&C are keen to look at the SE status of farm labourers or indeed any labourers, the Machinery Ring can no longer safe guard that status by putting the work through the Ring.  Basically, and in short, if a labourer works for any length of time on your premises – he will be classed as an employee.  If deemed SE and works as a tractor man/woman – he should have his tractor with him/her, if a Shepherd he/she should have his/her dog with him/her, if a digger driver/forklift driver a digger/forklift should arrive with them, otherwise they can be termed employees!

There may be a way round this – but rather than write it here in black and white and spending a few years behind bars – if you want to discuss further, please do not hesitate to give us a call.

Shell Agency Card

It looks very much as though the use of the Shell Agency Card for a discounted price on fuel will cease at the end of the year. We have had a good run with the card – but it would have been good if it continued!  Wm Dunnet & Co, Wick & Thurso – the only fuel station in Caithness still working with Shell UK will probably be going over to Gleaner Oils at the end of the year.

Your Shell card can still be used at all Gleaner Fuel Stations but fuel will be charged to your account at the pump price. 

Remember you can always contact the Ring for a quote for your bulk fuels – we will source the cheapest price for your business

On ‘the Board’ for Trading

5’ x 4 ‘feeding quality’ straw bales

4’x 4’ bales – mostly stored inside

4’ x 4’ hay bales

Silage bales

Dried and propped Barley & Oats 

Barley – from a tower

RING THE RING FOR ANYTHING

Tel: 018447841310

Mobile: 07774833244

E-mail: caithnessring@btconnect.com
Lambers

Last year, when we were looking for lambers our advert somehow landed on the Web in Germany! Since then been we have been contacted by female German veterinary students wanting to come to Scotland to further their education on sheep skills.

If any of you are willing to have a ‘Fraulein’ assist with the lambing – please let us know.

On the same vein if you need lambers, soon after the New Year is the time to start looking for them.

Wanted

Claas Rolant 44 or 44s baler – in good working order

Please contact the Ring – if you have one of these and have it for sale

Caithness Goose Company

Instead of the usual turkey this Christmas treat yourself to the traditional mouth-watering dish of a fine succulent free-range Caithness goose. These geese can be dispatched straight to your door 

To place an order or for further details, please telephone the Caithness Goose Company on 01955551387

For sale 

Two young Limousin Bulls - 16 & 17 months 

For further details contact: 

M & D Sutherland, Lingland, Occumster. 

Tel. no: 01593721345

Clark Thomson Insurance Brokers Ltd.

For all your Business Insurance needs - including Farm Property, Contractors, Motor Trade, Hotels or Shops.

Tel. Alan on 01847891570 / Fax: 01847890222

or e-mail: acurrie@clarkthomson.co.uk

On behalf of the Chairman and Directors of Caithness Machinery Ring Ltd. may we wish you all a peaceful, but joyous Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous 2008.

And finally I would like to thank all those who have provided hospitality, advice and help in anyway during2007. 

